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The Establishment of the Gatholic Hierarchy in the 
United States. 
The assembly in the city of Baltimore a few-months ago of seventy 
prelates of the Catholic Church, with the other dignitaries cf 
various grades, in the Third Plenary Council, naturally attracted 
great attention, not only within the numerous body of which they were 
the accredited representatives, but among all classes of citizens, 
whether they viewed them with a friendly or an unfriendly eye. The 
whole world felt that it was an assembly of the workings of which 
no one could afford to appear indifferent; and it was perhaps the 
largest body of prelates that ever met in any other than a general. 
council. When we remember that it is not yet ninety-five years since: 
the first bishop was consecrated for the Church here, at that time im 
its infancy, we cannot fail to recognize a movement that is of the 
highest importance. @ 


It is the purpose of this paper to inquire into the entablishment of 
the hierarchy of the Catholic Church in this country, in the year 
1790, with a review of the circumstances, secular and religious, by 
which it was accomplished. 


The establishment of the Church in the United States, unlike its 
toundation in other new countries on previous or subsequent occasions, 
was not so much the work of conversion as of moulding together and 
governing a heterogeneous body, composed of elements already Cath- 
olic from several of the nations of Europe, among which the Irish 
and German predominated. Priests, too, had come over, some duly 
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commissioned, others without such commission; the greater part 
of those duly exercising the ministry being members of the recently 
suppressed society of the Jesuits. 


/ If we except a few scattered settlements in different parts of the 
territory at first embraced within the limits of the colonies, the Cath- 
olics were nearly all found in Maryland and Pennsylvania. ’ The 
colonies depending on England for their temporal government, it was 
but natural that in spirituals they should also look to the same country. 
The hierarchy, which had been overthrown during the reformation in 
the mother country, had not yet been re-established, but the Church 
was governed by Vicars-Apostolic, and the Vicar of London, on 
whom the colonies depended, appomted his’ Vicar-general to rule in 
his name on this side of the Atlantic, who resided in Maryland. The 
first of these, of whom history furnishes reliable information, was 
Very Rev. John Hunter, who resided at Port Tobacco, and was ex- 
ercising jurisdiction at least as early as 1774. But he was succeeded 
before the breaking out of the Revolution by Very Rev. John Lewis, 
who had been superior of the Jesuits in Pennsylvania and Maryland 
at the time of their suppression. During the revolutionary struggie 
all communication with the Church in the mother country was cut off, 
either because jurisdiction could not be exercised, or because the Vicar 
of London regarded the clergy and people of the colonies in the light 
of rebels undeserving of his attention. But whatever was the reason, 
certain it is they were left to themselves. With the return of 
peace the clergy began to feel the necessity of having a local superior; 
although they did not think that the time had yet arrived for the 
appointment of a Bishop ; a priest endowed by¥®Rome with certain ex- 
traordinary faculties would, in their opinion be preferable, until such 
times as the Church should have attained greater strength and num- 
bers. A petition was accordingly addressed to the Holy See praying 
for the appointment of a Vicar-General holding immediately from 
Rome.' 


The number of Catholics in 1783, says Mr. Shea, might amount in 
Maryland to sixteen thousand souls, chiefly farmers and planters in 
the rural districts, In Pennsylvania there were about seven thousand, 
and in other States about fifteen hundred. This was the estimate 





1 General History of the Catholic Church, Darras, vol. IV., p. 608. 
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given by Dr. Carroll; but Rev. C. I. Whive, in his Appendix to 
Darras’ History of the Church, vol. [V., p. 610, states that the estimate 
was made in 1785, and this seems correct, for it was after he had been 
appointed Superior, and when he was giving an official account of the 
Church in the United States to the Propaganda at Rome. This com- 
putation did not, however, include the French Cahadians in the 
country on the Ohio and Mississippi, which had been surrendered to 
the United States by the treaty of 1783, of some of whom mention will 
be made further on. The white inhabitants of this territory were all 
at least nominally Catholic, and amounted probably to four thousand ; 
but they were still under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of Quebec, 
whose diocese extended through the northwest to the mouth of the ~ 
Mississippi ; and the Church on the Atlantic seaboard had no connec- 
tion with this territory nor dependence on its ecclesiastical superior. 
The Catholics of the Mississippi valley being now within the civil 
rule of the United States, it was advisable that they should also be 
under the same spiritual jurisdiction as the other Catholics of the re- 
public; and it was of the utmost importance that no time should be 
lost in supplying them with priests to minister to their spiritual wants, 
so long almost entirely neglected. /The march of Rechambeau’s army 
through several States where Mass had never before been said brought 
Catholics to light in many places where they were not before thought 
to exist, and the army chaplains were often surrounded by the de- 
scendants of Irish and Acadiaus, who now saw a priest for the first 
time.* / The loss to the Church in this country from the scarcity of 
priests would form a melancholy chapter in our history, but this is 
not the place to treat it in detail. 


The better to meet the present wants of the Church in the infant 
republic, ‘now independent of the mother country, “ Father Lewis, 
Vicar-General of Maryland, called a general meeting of al] the mis- 
sionaries to deliberaté on the state of religion, and two meetings for 
this purpose were held at Whitemarsh on. the 26th of June and the 
6th of November, 1783. It was at the latter meeting that 
the memorial to the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of 
the Faith was signed. A committee was also appointed to draw 
up a regulation ‘ to establish a form of government for the clergy, 


*The Catholic Church in the United States, De Courcey-Shea, pp. 53, 54. 
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and lay down rules for the xdministration and government of their 
property.’ This regulation, in eighteen articles, adopted by the mission- 
aries on the 11th of October, 1784, established a general chapter and 
district chapters, appointed a Procurator distinct from the Superior in 
spiritual matters, subjecting the latter’s measures to the approval of 
the district chapters.”* All these measures were taken without any 
canonical sanction, and were at most only provisional. Something 
had to be done, and under the circumstances this action was no doubt 
deemed the most advisable. But it showed the imperative necessity 
of a local superior appointed by the Holy See. Indeed it was feared 

_ that a spirit opposed to due submission to authority was finding its 
way into the ranks of the clergy. But if it existed at all it was con- 
fined to very narrow limits, as was made apparent when a proper 
superior was appointed by Rome. 


The petition of the Maryland clergy, of the 6th of November, 
1783, for a local superior in spiritual matters was well received 
by the authorities at Rome. Indeed the Holy See had been 
in advance in the matter, and had already under advisement the 
appointment of a Bishop for the United States. But out of regard for 
the opinion of the priests who were laboring in the country, and who 
should have every opportunity of knowing what was the best, it 
was content for the present with naming a Prefect-Apostolic, though, 
as we shall see, the Pope’s view was the wiser, and the missionaries 
themselves were the first to ask for the appointment of a Bishop. 
The choice for Prefect-Apostolic, or Superior of the American clergy, 
as he was called, fell upon Rey. John Carroll, a person than whom 
none could have been better fitted or more acceptable. The official 
letters announcing his appointment were dated June 9th and 16th, 
1784, but they were not ieceived until November 26th.‘ By these, 
among other faculties, he was empowered to administer the sacrament 
of Confirmation, which had never yet been conferred in the territory 
of the United States. He immediately set out on an official visitation 
of his vast prefecture; and every step, as he proceeded, convinced 
him more and more that a Bishop was imperatively demanded to 
gem the Church successfully, and to repress with a stronger hand 





5 The Catholic ie Church é&c., pp. 54, 55. 
*General History of the Catholie’Church, vol. 1V., p. 608. 
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than his the abuses that were finding their way into the Church in 
some quarters. We must not be surprised at the presence of abuses ; 
their absence, under the circumstances, could hardly have been hoped 
for, since both pastors and people were from several European 
nations, with different languages, different modes of thought, dif- 
ferent interests, and used in the land of their birth to differ- 
ent ceremonies, to all of which they severally clung with a tenacity 
inherent in our nature. Add to this the fact that, all these had for 
years of storm and strife been living without a local superior to guide 
or restrain them, in a country in which, from the very nature of 
things, much was necessarily left to the individual judgment and con- 
science. It would have been a miracle if abuses had not crept in, 
even if all had been persons of approved virtue, learning and pru- 
dence. But not a few of them, it is too well known, were not such, 
some having come to this country without observing the provisions of 
canon law, and others without having observed the provisions of any 
law but their own undisciplined will. The letters of Dr. Carroll at 
this time show the state of the Church here and the difficulties by 
which it was beset. But they had the effect of hastening the 
appointment of a Bishop. But before passing to the treatment of 
this part of our subject, it will be necessary to review the diplomatic 
relations of the Head of the Church with the government of the 
United States in regard to this important matter, a point that properly 
belongs to the date of the appointment of the Prefect-Apostolic, for 
then it was that Rome first thought of naming a Bishop. The Head 
of the Church had so long been subject to the annoyances caused even 
by so-called Catholic rulers, that he wished to proceed with the greatest 
caution with a government so unlike any of those of Europe, and 
one in which a form of belief so unlike that which he represented 
prevailed. Real liberty was so little known in old Europe that a 
spirit such as ours, it. was imagined, could not animate a government, 
and even the Pope had a pleasing lesson to learn. But the liberal 
principles of the government here did not always find a ready re- 
sponse in the heart of the governed. 


Taking the country as it then was, it was hardly to be expected 
that, with the general ignorance of all that related to the Catholic 
religion and the superadded erroneous notions many had imbibed, the 
Church would be regarded with favor. Already the principles which 
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misguided people during the French revolution had begun to cast their 
shadow before, and many persons here had embraced them with an 
ardor that rendered them unable to calculate their practical results. 
It was, besides, the age of prejudice, which the small number of 
Catholics scattered throughout the land was iacapable of dispelling, 
and which the relation of the country during the revolution to Cath- 
olic France had only removed from the minds of the few. The 
spirit of hostility to the Church appeared especially when the people 
of the several States were called upon to ratify the charter of our 
liberties, the Constitution of the United States. When the question 
was under discussion in the Massachusetts convention on the 19th ot 
September, 1788, a farmer of Worcester county complained that 
“ There is no provision that men in power should have any religion, a 
Paptist or an infidel is as eligible as Christians ;” and “ Thomas Lusk, 
of West Stockbridge, revived complaints of opening the door to Popery 
and the inquisition by dispensing with a religious test.”* New 
Hampshire, which proposed the amendment that Congress should 
make no law regarding religion,® was the last State in the union to 
admit Catholics to equal rights with her other citizens; and, if I am 
not mistaken, there are now certain offices in the State from which 
their religion debars them. But a better spirit prevailed in the 
councils of the nation at large, and the prudent advances made by 
the Holy See were met with equal frankness on the part of the 
nation’s representatives with whom it had to deal. These important 
transactions will be briefly passed in review. 


When it was decided to give the Church in America a local 
superior depending immediately on Rome, the Holy See transmitted 
through Monseigneur Doria, Archbishop of Seleucia, and Nuncio 
at the French court the following note: “The Nuncio-Apostolic has 
the honor to transmit to Mr. Franklin the subjoined note. He 
requests him to cause it to be presented to the Congress of the United 
States of North America, and to support it with his influence.” 


“July 28th, 1783. 
Nore.—Previous to the revolution which has just been completed 
in the United States of North America, the Catholics and mission- 


5 History of the Constitution, Bancroft, vol. II., p. 263 and 271. 
* Complete History of the United States, Spencer and Lossing, vol. II., p. 244. 
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aries of those provinces depended, in spiritual matters, on the Vicar- 
Apostolic residing in London. It is now evident that this arrange- 
ment can be no longer maintained, but, as it is necessary that the 
Catholic Christians of the United States should have an ecclesiastic 
to govern them in matters pertaining to religion, the Congregation de 
Propaganda Fide, existing at Rome, for the establishment and preser- 
vation of missions have come tu the determination to propose to Con- 
gress to establish in one of the cities of the United States of North 
America, one of their Catholic brethren, with the authority and 
power of Vicar-Apostolic and dignity of Bishop, or simply with the 
rank of Apostolic Prefect. The institution of a Bishop Vicar-Apos- 
tolic appears the most suitable, inasmuch as the Catholics of the 
United States may have withim their reach the reception of Confirma- 
tion and Orders in their own country. And as it may sometimes 
happen that among the members of the Catholic body in the United 
States, no one may be found qualified to undertake the charge of the 
spiritual government, either as Bishop or Prefect-A postolic, it may be 
necessary, under such circumstances, that Congress should consent to 
have one selected from some foreign nation on close terms of friehd- 
ship with the United States.” 


Dr. Franklin was of the same opinion as the authorities at Rome, 
though they were the first to give expression to their views on the 
subject. In a letier to Vergennes, the French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, dated, Passy, December 15th, 1783, he says: “I understand 
that the Bishop or spiritual person who superintends or governs the 
Roman Catholic clergy in the United States of America resides in 
London, and is supposed to be under obligations to that court, and 
subject to be influenced by its ministers. This gives me some uneasi- 
ness, and I cannot but wish that one should be appointed to that 
office who is of this nation and who may reside here among our 
friends. I beg your excellency to think a little of this matter, and 
offer me your counsels upon it.”7_ We haye not the minister’s reply, 
but on the 12th of the following May, he wrote to the Marquis de la 
Luzerne, Minister Plenipotentiary from the court of France to the 
United States. ‘I have conferred with the Nuncio on the project of 


" History of the Constitution, vol. I, p. 337. 
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estublishing a Bishop or Apostolic Vicar in America, and you will 

find annexed a letter that this prelate writes to you on the subject.”* 


Marbois wrote to Rayneval from Philadelphia, under date of 
August 15th, 1784: “The Catholics, always directed by the Jesuits 
in this country, have been ill-disposed to the Revolution ; they are not 
much better disposed toward us.° But several persons of consideration 
‘have not the same prejudices. One of them, Mr. Carroll, the largest 
capitalist and the richest landholder in Maryland, has even spoken to 
me of the désire of the whole congregation to be directed by a Bishop 
or Apostolic Vicar. He is a pious, wise, and prudent man, who feels 
the necessity of uniting under one chief the individuals of our re- 
ligion scattered through Maryland and Pennsylvania ; but he foresees 
great difficulties on account of their dispersion, and because there has 
never been a particular and regular correspondence between the Cath- 
olics of the two States. If we take any part in this matter, it 
ought to be with a great deal of reserve, and I, above all things, 
believe that we ought not to think of making the choice fall upon 
a.French priest. The men of this country. would make him 
prove all sorts of difficulties, and respectable as might be his 
character and his conduct, there would be little probability of 
success in his apostolic labors. I sent to Mr. Carroll the letter 
of the Nuncio for the oldest missionary, and I have the honor 
to address to you a copy of that which I wrote to him at the 
same time. This prelate makes mention in his letter to M. de la 
Luzerne of the Abbé Carroll, one of the relations of him of whom I 
spoke to you. This priest, whose personal acquaintance I do not 
possess, enjoys a good reputation, and I believe it would be desirable 
that the chief of the churches of Peunsylvania and Maryland should 
concur with the intention of his Holiness to raise him to the episco- 
pal see.”’'° 





* History of the Constitution, vol. I., p. 360. 

*Here he gives expression to the popular prejudice, rather than to the language 
of truth, as taught by the history both of his country and ours. The Mr. Carroll 
here mentioned was Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, one of the signers of the Declar- 
ation of Independence. Daniel Carroll, a brother of the first Bishop of the United 
States, was a member of the convention that framed the Constitution and one of its 
signers. He also owned the land upon which the Capitol of the United States now 
stands.— The Catholic History of the United States, Thos. D’Arcy McGee, p. 79. 


'° History of the Constitution, Vol. I, pp. 378, 379. ~ (do 
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The subjoined extract from Dr. Franklin’s memoirs throws addi- 
tional light on this important subject, and shows the view that phil- 
osopher took of a matter so deeply concerning the Church in this 
country: “ 1784, July 1st,” he writes, “The Pope’s Nuncio called, 
and acquainted me that he had, on my recommendation, appointed 
Mr. John Carroll Superior of the Catholic clergy in America, with 
many of the powers of a Bishop, and that probably he would be 
made a Bishop in partibus before the end of the year. He asked 
which would be most convenient for him, to come to France or to go 
to St. Domingo for ordination by another Bishop, which was necessa- 
ry. I mentioned Quebec as more convenient than either. He asked 
whether, as that was an English province, our government might not 
take offence at his going hither. I thought not, unless the ordination 
by that Bishop should give him some authority over our Bishop. He 
said, not in the least ; that when our Bishop ‘was once ordained, he 
would be independent of the other.” Dr. Franklin also communi- 
cated to Congress the project of the court of Rome,-and received an 
answer to the effect that the Federal government had no opinion to 
express on a question not in. its jurisdiction. Religious affairs were 
under the control of the several States. This was at least showing 
the absence of all opposition to a Catholic hierarchy. While we-can- 
not but admire the extreme delicacy of the Holy See in treating with 
the United States in the matter ; we must also recognize the fact that 
Louis XVI., took a lively interest in the spread of Catholicity in 
America ; and France may thus claim the glory of having given its 
powerful aid to the Holy See in tounding the American Episcopate.*! 


The following lengthy and important communication was addressed 
by Marbois at Philadelphia to Vergennes, under date of March 27th, 
1785. It is given entire on account of its importance, and the light 
it throws on a stranger’s view of public sentiment in relation to the 
Church in this country. He writes: “The enclosed packet for the 
Priest Doria Pamphili,” (the Nuncio at Versailles), “has been ad- 
dressed to me, and particularly reeommended by Mr. Carroll, the ~ 
Superior of the missions. The Holy See could not make a choice 
more agreeable to the Catholics of the United States ; and if circum- 
stances permit his elevation to the episcopacy, I doubt not the general 





11 The Catholic Church in the United States, pp. 60, 61. 
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satisfaction. But all Catholics whose zeal is moderated by prudence, 
desire that this measure should not be taken until the people shall 
have been sufficiently prepared for it. Nothing would be more easy 
for the ill-disposed than to spread an alarm touching the spiritual and 
temporal authority of the Pope. Catholics have had seats in Con- 
gress, and several members of the Assembly of Maryland in like 
manner profess our religion; but it is only on the supposition that 
they are not dependent on any foreign power. The Articles of the 
Confederation do not permit any one of the United States to receive 
gifts, titles or employments of any kind whatever from a king, 
prince, or foreign power. Republican jealousy would infallibly apply 
this prohibition to ecclesiastical officers; and without particular ad- 
dress in the management of this affair, religion would lose more than 
it would gain by the nomination of a Bishop. Thus the Holy See 
is sure to extend its progress in relaxing its jurisdiction as much as 
the good of the faith can permit, and a different practice would not 
fail to sto its own propagation and to augment the other sects on 
which the civil honors and authorities will devolve to the exclusion of 
the Catholics. The Anglicans themselves will prepare a bill for the 
introduction of the episcopate. They have never wished to receive a 
Bishop before the Revolution, but to-day they feel all the difficulties 
of having their ministers ordained in England. ‘The laws accord to 
them the free exercise of their religion, and, consequently, all that is 
necessary to its free exercise. They infer from it they have the right 
to have Bishops, and they probably will soon have them. Then. my 
lord, it will appear odious to refuse the same advantage to the Catho- 
lies, but till then, I believe it is for the advantage of religion not to 
precipitate anything.’* His Holiness could nevertheless nominate 
in advance an Apostolic Vicar, and when circumstances should be 
entirely favorable, raise him to the episcopacy. I cannot say whether 
the choice ought to emanate simply and -purely from the Holy 
Father, or if the churches of the different States ought to propose a 
candidate. This last form is undoubtedly most analagous to the spirit 





12“1]t is a singular coincidence that, in going and returning,” to and from Eng- 
land on the event of his consecration, “ Bishop Carroll met as 9, fellow-passenger 
on the same vessel, Dr. Madison, the Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Virginia, who 
went at the same time to England for episcopal institution in his own church.”— 
Lives of the Deceased American Bishops, Clarke, vol. I, p. 76. 
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of this people. But the Catholics are not here united under a com- 
mon chief; those of one State have no relation with those of another, 
and I do not see how they could have one at an election. It is one 
motive the more to raise by degrees to the episcopacy a person who 
has been for some time the chief, and whose nomination, therefore, 
would astonish no one. The first choice once made, it will be less 
difficult to organize our Church than in its actual condition. The 
number of Catholics in the United States merits, in fact, the atten- 
tion the Holy See gives to it. There are in New England about 600; 
New York and New Jersey, 1,700; Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
7,700; Maryland, 12,000; slaves, 8,000—20,000; in the States of 
the sohth, 2,500; at the Illinois, at Kaskaskia, and several other 
establishments purely French, on the Mississippi, 12,000; total, 44,- 
500.”.'§ 


It may be remarked, in passing, that the clergy in Maryland were 
kept informed by their agent in Rome, Rev. John Thorpe, an En- 
glish ex-Jesuit, who long resided in the holy city, of what regarded 
their country. “They also learned the action of Congress on the 
Nuncio’s note, and still believing that the time had not come for a 


Bishop in the United States, took, in October, 1784, the following 
curious resolution : 


“ It is the opinion of a majority of the chapter, that a Superior in 
spiritualibus, with powers to give Confirmation, grant faculties, dis- 
pensations, bless oils, etc., is adequate to the present exigencies of re- 
ligion in this country. Resolved, therefore, 

“1st. That a Bishop is at present unnecessary. 

“2d. That if one be sent, it is decided by the majority of the 
chapter, that he shall not be entitled to any support from the present 
estates of the clergy. 

“3d. That a committee of three be appointed to prepare and give 
an answer to Rome, conformable to the above resolution. 

The letter to the Holy Father was prepared and signed, on behalf of 
his associates, by Father Bernard Diderick, who transmitted it to 
Father Thorpe at Rome. The latter had the good sense not to 





18See Dr. Carroll’s estimate of the Catholic population above, p. 122; History of 
the Constitution, vol. I., pp. 420, 421. 
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deliver it, and the Holy See could thus officially ignore a hasty and in- 
considerate step.”? * 


Dr. Carroll himself was not in favor of the appointment of a 
Bishop, as we learn from his letter of November 10th, 1783, addressed 
to Father Thorpe, in which he says: “ We think it not advisable, 
put in a manner obligatory, to solicit the Holy See to place episcopal 
powers, at least such as are most essential, in the hands of one among 
us, whose virtue, knowledge, and integrity of faith shall be certified 
by ourselves,”'® 


Turn we now to the choice of the city which was so fortunate as 
to be honored with the first See in the new republic ; the selection of 
the prelate to fill it will afterward engage our attention. We are in- 
formed that Pope Pius VI. appointed a committee of Cardinals of the 
Congregation de Propaganda Fide to take the matter into considera- 
tion and report on it; and on the 12th of July, 1789, a decree was 
issued by the Pope, directing all the priests exercising the ministry 
in the United States to assemble and determine in what city the See 
should be, and who of themselves seemed most worthy to be raised to 
the episcopacy—a privilege granted as a favor and for that time 
only.'® But this date is erroneous, and should be 1788, as is 
evident from the other dates to be presently given, especially from 
the fact that the Bull of the Pope, approving the action of the 
assembled clergy, is dated November 6th of the same year ; besides, in 
a letter written early in 1789, Dr. Carroll says: “In the middle of 
last month I received a letter from Cardinal Antonelli, dated in July 
last, in which he informs me that his Holiness has granted our re- 
quest for an ordinary Bishop, whose See is to be fixed by ourselves, 
and the choice made by the officiating priests.” An assembly was 
accordingly held by the clergy, twenty-six in number, in May, 1789, 
which selected Baltimore as the most fitting location for the new See ; 
“this being,” as Dr. Carroll wrote to a friend, “the principal town 
in Maryland, and that State being the oldest and still the most 
numerous residence of the true religion in America.” The Holy See 


$$ — = 





14The Catholic Church in the United States, pp. 56, 57. 
18 General History of the Catholic Church, vol. [V., p. 608. 
26 Rohbacher, XX VIL., 279, in The Catholic Church, &c., p. 62. 





CATHOLIC HIERARCHY IN THE UNITED STATES. 133 


approved of the action of the American clergy both as to the place - 
and the incumbent, and a Bull was issued, November 6th, of the 
same year, ratifying what had been done. It was transmitted to Dr. 
Carroll by Cardinal Antonelli, with a letter, dated the 14th of the 
same month. The following extract from this important document 
will be read with interest: “ Wherefore,” says the Holy Father, 
“it having reached our ears that in the flourishing Commonwealth of 
the thirteen American States, many faithful Christians united in com- 
munion with the chair of Peter, in which the centre of Catholic unity 
is fixed, and governed in their spiritual concerns by their own priests 
having the care of souls, earnestly desire that a Bishop may be ap- 
pointed over them, to exercise the functions of the episcopal order, to 
feed them more largely with the food of salutory doctrine, and to 
guard more carefully that portion of the Catholic flock: We will- 
ingly embrace this opportunity, which the grace of Almighty God 
has offered us, to provide those distant regions with the comfort and 
ministry of a Catholic Bishop. And that this may be effected more 
successfully and according to the rules of the sacred canons, we com- 
missioned our venerable brethren the Cardinals of the Holy Roman 
Church, directors of the Congregation de Propaganda Fide, to manage 
this business with the greatest care, and to make a report tous. It 
was therefore appointed by their decree, approved by us, and pub- 
lished the 12th day of July, the last year, that the priests who law- 
fully exercise the sacred ministry and have care of souls in the United 
States of America, should be empowered to advise together and to 
determine, first, in what town the Episcopal See ought to be erected ; 
and next, who of the aforesaid priests appeared the most worthy and 
proper to be promoted to this important charge, whom we, for this 
time only, and by special grace, permitted the said priests to elect and 
to present to this Apostolic See. In obedience to this decree, the 
aforesaid priests, exercising the care of souls in the United States of 
America, unanimously agreed that a Bishop, with ordinary jurisdic- 
tion, ought to be established in the town of Baltimore, because this 
town, situated in Maryland, which province the greater part of the 
priests and of the faithful inhabit, appeared the most conveniently 
placed for intercourse with the other States, and because from this 
province the Catholic religion and faith had been propagated into the 


others,” '7 





17 Lives of the Deceased American Bishops, vol. 1., pp. 67-70. 
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That there should have been differences of opinion in so important a 
matter as the selection of the first episcopal See in so extensive a country 
as that now under consideration, cannot be regarded as a matter of sur- 
prise ; and especially that the city of Philadelphia should have been 
thdught of, seems quite natural. ‘The reason of this was that Phila- 
delphia was about to become once more the seat of the United States 
government. But that the thouglits of any should have turned to an 
insignificant settlement in the State of Ohio, will be thought somewhat 
curious, especially at this day, and in a country like ours in which 
people pay so little attention to matters relating to our early history. 
Yet such is the case. A brief account of this episode in the history 
of the Church will not be devoid of interest. 


The civil history of the colony appears to be this, although, as 
narrated in the Annals of the West, (pp. 708-711) there would seem 
to be some error in the-.dates, as will be seen from what follows: “In 
May or June, 1788,” says the work referred to, “Joel Barlow left 
this country for Europe authorized to dispose of a very large body of 
land in the west. In 1790, this gentleman distributed proposals in 
Paris for the sale of lands at five shillings per acre. . . . Pur- 
chasers became numerous, individuals and whole families disposed of 
their property, and in the course of 1791, some embarked at Havre, 
others at Bordeaux, Nantes, or Rochelle, each with his title deed in his 
pocket. Five hundred settlers, among whom were not a few carvers 
and gilders to his majesty, coachmakers, friseurs, peruke makers, and 
other artisans and artistes, equally well fitted for a backwoods life, 
arrived in the United States in 1791-92; acting without concert, 
traveling without knowledge of the language, customs or roads, they 
at last managed to reach the spot designated for their residence, after 
expending nearly or quite the whole proceeds of their sales in France. 
They reached the spot designated, but it was only to learn 
that the person whose title deeds they held, did not own one foot of 
the land, and that they had parted with their worldly goods merely to 
reach a wilderness, which they knew not how to cultivate, in the 
midst of a people, of whose speech and ways they knew nothing, and 
at the very moment when the Indians were carrying destruction to 
every white man’s hearth. Without food, without land, with little 
money, no experience, and with want and danger closing around them, 
they were ina position that none but Frenchmen could be in without 
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despair. . . . Some of the Gallipolis settlers went to Detroit, 
others to Kaskaskia ; a few bought their land of the Ohio Company, 
who treated them with great liberality ; and in 1795, Congress being 
informed of the circumstances, granted the sufferers twenty-four 
thousand acres of land opposite Little Sandy river, to which, in 1798, 
twelve hundred more acres were added, which tract has since been 
known as French Grant.” 


Thomas Jefferson doubtless refers to this project in a letter to James 
Monroe, dated, Paris, November 11th, 1784, in which he says: 
“There is here a Frenchman from Philadeiphia (perhaps Perée), who 
has drawn up a visionary scheme of a settlement of French emi- 
grants, five hundred in number, on the Ohio. He supposes Con- 
gress, flattered by the prospect of such an addition to our numbers, 
will give them four hundred thousand acres of land, and permit them 
to continue French subjects.” '*® 


That this settlement was seriously thought of as the See of a Bishop, 
we learn from the Life of Rev. Charles Nerinckx, a priest, who came 
to Kentucky in the summer of 1805, where we read (pp. 340, 341), that : 


“ So far back as the year 1790, contemporaneous with the erection of the 
See of Baltimore, the erection of an Episcopal See at the obscuré and 
out-of-the-way town of Gallipolis, in Scioto county, Ohio, was seriously 
contemplated in Rome, through French influence. It is related, as a 
reason for this, that shortly before this period a colony of French 
Catholics, numbering about seven thousand, had settled on a large 
tract of land, purchased for them in this region by the French Land 
Company. ‘This settlement was called Gallipolis. The project went 
so far as the nomination of a Bishop, and M. L’Abbé Boisnantier, a 
canon of St. Denis, Paris, was appointed Bishop of Gallipolis. This 
design was abandoned, however, owing to the failure of the Scioto 
colony.” 


The late Bishop Bruté, states that the Abbé, Boisnantier, of St. 
Roch, Paris, was appointed at Rome in 1789, Bishop of Scioto (Galli- 
polis. “I knew Mr. Boisnantier well ;” says Dr. Bruté,.“‘ he spoke to 
me of his nomination, and undertook to look for his papers, but not 


18 History of the Constitution, vol. I., pp. 392, 393. 
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finding them readily, I only learned ex auditu, this remarkable fact 
of a See having been established in Ohio as early as that period.”'® 

Of the fact of the place having been in contemplation as the seat 
of a bishopric, there can, therefore, be no question. But if there 
was question of the location of the See, there was little difference of 
opinion as the person who should be raised to the episcopal dignity, 
This we learn from the Papal Bull itself, dated, as has been said, 
November 6th, 1789. In that document the Holy Father says: 
“ We have allowed the priests exercising the care of souls in the 
United States of America to elect a person to be appointed Bishop by 
us, and almost all their votes have been given to our beloved son, 
John Carroll, priest. We, being otherwise certified of his prudence, 
piety, faith, and zeal, for as much as by our mandate he has, during 
the late years, directed the spiritual government of souls, do therefore, 
by the plenitude of our authority, declare, decree, appoint and con- 
stitute the said John Carroll, Bishop and pastor of the said Church 
of Baltimore.” Of the twenty-six priests who met to elect the 
Bishop, twenty-four voted for Dr. Carroll. 


Cardinal Antonelli, in his letter of November 14th, 1789, trans- 
mitting the Papal Bull to Dr. Carroll, expressed “the most flattering 
testimonials of the high esteem in which he was held, and of the joy 
which his election had awakened in the capital of the Christian 
world.” The bishop-elect sailed for England in the summer of 1790, 
and his consecration took place with great splendor in the elegant 
chapel of Lulworth Castle, the proprietor of which, Thomas Weld, 
was a warm personal friend of the new prelate. August 15th was 
the day selected, and Right Rev. Charles Warmsley, Bishop of Rama, 
in partibus, and Vicar-Apostolic of London, was the consecrating 
prelate.*° 

Thus was laid the foundation of the Church in the ‘United States. 
In 1809 Dr. Carroll was raised to the dignity of an Archbishop, with 
four suffragan Bishops, those of Boston, New York, Philadelphia and 
Bardstown, Kentucky, now Louisville, which cities then became epis- 
eopal sees ; and the work of sub-division then begun, continues, and 
will continue for many years to come. 





1®General History of the Catholic Church, vol. IV., p. 615. 
20 Lives of the Deceased American Bishops, vol.I., pp. 68-74. 
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DID LA SALLE DESCEND THE ALLEGHENY AND 
OHIO RIVERS IN 1669-70? 


That many points of our early history should be subjects of dis- 
pute is not to be wondered at, owing to the imperfect knowled 
many had of the geography of our country, the desire of the early 
explorers to flatter their vanity and advance their interests by making 
the most of their discoveries, the efforts of nations or individuals to 
interpret doubtful points in such a manner as to strengthen their 
claims, the study of admirers to add to the renown of their heroes, 
&c. Prominent among such disputed points may be reckoned La 
Salle’s actual or assumed descent of the Allegheny and Ohio rivers 
in the winter of 1669-70, as stated above, (p. 11) on the authority 
of an eminent historian. 

Those who hold the opposite opinion, that La Salle never descended 
nor saw these streams, except the latter at its mouth, state their argu- 
ments in something like the following terms: After his descent of 
the Mississippi, in 1682, and apparently after .his return to France, 
he wrote an article to prove or show that to the east of the Missis- 
sippi, which he called the river Colbert, was another great river 
flowing nearly parallel with it. This he called Chucagoa, or 
St. Louis, “Of which,” he said, “the Ohio is a branch ;” and he 
says further, “I have not been able to descend it.” An interesting 
fragment, from the pen of La Salle, on the subject, will be found in 
the Magazine of American History, (vol. II. pp. 619, et seg.); the 
Act of Possession, proclaimed at the mouth of the Mississippi, may 
also be consulted. 

La Salle at one time believed he had reached the Ohio, but his 
description renders it, if not entirely false, at least very doubtful. In 
1671-2, after coasting along the north shore of Lake Erie to the 
western extremity, he reached the Wabash, and descended it to the 
falls at Logansport, and called it the Ohio, From here he attempted 
a passsage westward, but becoming involved in the swamps and 
marshes of that locality, his party all deserted him, and he found 
himself obliged to return. In 1672-3 he again attempted to reach 
the Mississippi ; this time through the Great Lakes. He discovered 
the Illinois and called it the Ohio. This he descended probably 
about to the present Peoria, when obstacles and difficulties became so 
serious that again he was obliged to retrace his steps. . This, it is 
maintained by those who deny his discovery of the Ohio, is all he 
was able to accomplish ; and it is given here to afford the reader who 
may not be able to search out the matter in detail, an opportunity of 
knowing upon what ground the question is disputed. It must be 
admitted that it was at the time to the interest both of the explorer’s 
fame and fortune to appear all that he was, if not more; but at a 
later day, it was much more to the interest of the French nation, in 
her dispute with England, to establish priority of claim to the 
Allegheny and Ohio valleys. 
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Registres des Baptesmes et Sepultures. 


[CONTINUED. ] 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le vint neuf de Julliet 


ma. Bap- est decede au fort Duquesne sous le titre de !’Assomption 
tiste <a. de la S'* Vierge a la belle Riviére, Jean Baptiste Dupuis 


nebitant 
de 
Laprairie 
e la 
Magde- 


leine. 


garcon habitant de la prairie de La Magdeleine ayant esté 
blesse le neuf du susdit mois dans le combat donne contre 
les Anglois lequel a regeu les S'* Sacremens de penitence 
le viatique et |’extrem onction, son corps a este inhume 
dans le cimititre du mesme fort et cela avec les ceremonies 
ordinaires par nous pre Recolet soussigne aumonier du 


Roy au dit fort en foy de quoy avons signe 
fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le trente de Julliet 
est decede au fort Duquesne sous le titre de  Assomption 
de la S'* Vierge a la belle Riviere M* Joseph Hartel 
escuyer sieur de S** Theresse cadet dans les troupes de la 
marine age de vint deux ans ou environ apres avoir regeu 
les sacremens de penitence, viatique et d’extrem onction son 
corps a este inhume dans le cimitiére du susdit fort par 
nous preste Recolet soussigne aumonier du Roy aux forts 
de la presqu’ille et de La riviere aux beeufs et cela avec les 
ceremonies ordinaires et lagrement du pere Denys Baron 
Aumonier du Roy au susdit fort Duquesne lequel a signé 
avec nous 

f. Luc Couter P. R. 


aumonier de la presqu’ile et Riviere aux beeufs. 


fr. Denys Baron p. R. 
Aumonier du fort Duquesne. 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


Register of Baptisms and Interments. 
[CONTINUED. ] 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the twenty-ninth of July, died at Fort Duquesne, under 
the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the 
Beautiful River, John Baptist Dupuis, unmarried, an in- 
habitant of the prairie of the Magdelene, having been 
wounded on the ninth of the abovementioned month in the 
battle fought, with the English, having received the sacra- 
ments of penance, the Viaticum and Extreme Unction. 
His remains were interred in the cemetery of thé same fort, 
and that with the customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect 
priest, the undersigned chaplain of the said fort. In tes- 
timony whereof we have signed : 

Fr. Denys Baroy, P. R., 
Chaplain. 

In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the thirtieth of July, died at Fort Duquesne, under the 
title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the Beau- 
tiful River, Mr. Joseph Hartel, Esquire, Sieur de St. Tere- 
sa, a cadet in the forces of the marine, aged twenty-two 
years, or thereabout, after having received the sacraments 
of Penance, the Viaticum and Extreme Unction. His re- 
mains were interred in the cemetery of the abovementioned 
fort, by us, Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the 
King at the forts of Presqu’Isle and French creek, and 
that with the customary ceremonies and with the consent 
of Father Denys Baron, chaplain of the King at the above- 
mentioned Fort Duquesne, who has signed with us. 

Fr. Luke Couter, P. R., ' 
Chaplain of Presqu’Isle and French creek. 


Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain of Fort Duquesne. 
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Sepulture 
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Jean 
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Norment. 
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L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le dix huit de Septem- 
bre a este baptis® avec les ceremonies ordinaires de Nostre 
Mére la Ste Eglise Jean Daniel Norment né du mesme jour 
fils de Jean Gaspar Norment et de Marie Joseph Chanier 
ses pre et mére en legitime marriage le purain a este Mon- 
siear John Daniel escuyer sieur Dumas capitaine dynfen- 
terie commendant en chef des forts de la presquille, de la 
riviere aux beeufs et de celuy de Duquesne a la belle riviere 
la maraine a estee therése norment Laquelle a declare ne 
savoir signer, le parain seul a signe avec nous. 

Dumas. 
fr. Denys Baron p. R. 


Aumonier. 


/ 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante cing le vint quatre sep- 
tembre est decedé au fort Duquesne sous le titre de |’As- 
somption de la S** Vierge, a la belle Riviere Jean Daniel 
norment fils de Gaspar Norment et de Marie Joseph Chai- 
nier, son corps a esté inhumé dans le cimititre du mesme 
fort et cela avec les ceremonies ordinaires par nous preste 
Recolet soussigné Aumonier du Roy au dit fort en foy de 
quoy nous avons signé 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


Le present Registre contenant huit feuliets blancs non compris le 
présent a esté cotté et paraphé par nous capitaine d’ynfenterié com- 
mendant en chef du fort Duquesne et ses dependances lequel 
servira a enregister les baptemes, mariages et sepultures qui se 
seront au dit fort Duquesne a la belle Riviere sous le titre de |’As- 
somption de la trés S'® Vierge et cela pendant la presente année mille 
sept cent cinquante six Lequel Registre a esté remis au pére Denys 
Baron, pte Recolet aumonier du Roy au fort Duquesne fait au dit fort 
le vint deux Avril mille sept cent cinquante six. 


Dumas. 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the eighteenth of September was baptized with the cus- _ 
tomary ceremonies of our Holy Mother the Catholic 
Church, John Daniel Norment,? born the same day, the 
son of John Gasper Norment and of Mary Joseph 
Chainier, his father and mother being united in lawful 
wedlock. His god-father was Monsieur John Daniel, Es- 
quire, Sieur Dumas, Capiain of Infantry, Commander-in- 
Chief of the forts of Przesqu’Isle, French creek, and Du- 
quesne at the Beautiful River, his god-mother was Teresa 
Norment, who saying that she could not sign her name, 
the god-father alone signed with us. Dumas. 

Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand séven hundred and fifty-five, 
on the twenty-fourth of September, died at Fort Duquesne, Interment 
under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at —— 
the Beautiful River, John Daniel Norment, theson of Gas-  Norment. 
per Norment and of Mary Joseph Chainier. His remains 
were interred in the cemetery of the same. fort, and that 
with the customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect priest, the 
undersigned chaplain of the King at the said fort. In 
testimony whereof we have signed : 
Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 





The present register, containing eight blank leaves, not includ- 
ing this one, has been arranged and signed by us, Captain of 
Infantry, Commander-in-Chief of Fort Duquesne and its dependen- 
cies, which will serve tor the registration of the baptisms, mar- 
riages and interments, which will take place at the said Fort 
Duquesne at the Beautiful River, under the title of the Assump- 
tion of the Most Blessed Virgin, and that during the present 
year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, which register has 
been entrusted to Father Denys Baron, Recollect priest, the chaplain 
of the King at Fort Duquesne. Made at the said fort the twenty- 
second of April, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six. 

Dumas. 
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L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le vint d’avril est de- 
cedé au fort Duquesne sous le titre de |’Assomption de la 


8 Vierge Therése Norment, agée de quatorize ans, apres 


avoir receu les S* Sacremens de penitence de viatique et 
d’extrem onction son corps a esté inhumé dans le Cimitiére 
du susdit fort et cela avec les ceremonies ordinaires par 
nous ptre Recollet aumonier du Roy au dit fort Duquesne 
en foy de quoy avons signé. 
fr. Denys Baron p. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cinquante six le vint sept d’avril est de- 
cedé au fort Duquesne le nommé Coroco Sauvage Outahais 


‘de la mission de Michelmakina le corps duquel a eté in- 


humé dans le cimitiére du mesme fort et cela avec les cere- 
monies ordinaires par nous preste Recolet soussigné aumo- 
nier du Roy au dit fort Duquesne en foy de quoy, nous 
avons signé. 
fr. Denys BARON p. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le quinze de May a 
este baptis¢ée par nous pretre Recolet soussigné aumonier du 
Roy au fort Duquesne sous le titre de |’Assomption de la 
S® Vierge a la belle Riviere et cela avec les ceremonies de 
la Ste Eglise helaine Candon agée de deux mois, fille de 
Jean Candon et de sara Choisy, ses pére et mére en legitime 
mariage tous deux irlandois de nation et catholiques de 
Religion, lesquels ont eté pris par les Chaouoinons en venant 
ici se joindre aux catholiques le parain a este Monsieur jean 
bap Gerault garde des magazins du Roy au susdit fort Du- 
quesne la maraine Marie joseph chainier femme du sieur 
Norment negotiant a la belle Riviere ; lesquels ont signé 
conjointement avec nous ainsi que le pére de |’enfant. 

MARIE JOSEPH MAR CHENIé NoRMAT. 
GARAUD JOHANES CONDON. 
fr. Denys Baron P. R. 

Aumonier. 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the twentieth of April, died at Fort Duquesne, under 
the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the 
Beautiful River, Teresa Norment, aged fourteen years, 
after having received the holy sacraments of Penance, the 
Viaticum and Extreme Unction. Her body was interred 
in the cemetery of the abovementioned fort, and that with 
the customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect priest, chaplain 
of the King at the said Fort Duquesne. In testimony 
whereof we have signed: Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 

Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the twenty-seventh of April, died at Fort Duquesne, 
an Ottawa Indian named Coroco, from the mission of 
Michilimackinac,* whose remains were interred in the 
cemetery of the same fort, and that with the customary cere- 
monies, by us, Recollect priest, the undersigned chaplain 
of the King at Fort Duquesne. In testimony whereof 
we have signed : Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 

Chaplain. 

In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the fifteenth of May, was baptized by us, Recollect 
priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at Fort Du- 
quesne, under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin at the Beautiful River, and that with the cere- 
monies of the Holy Church, Ellen Candon, aged two 
months, the daughter of John Candon and of Surah 
Choisy, the father and mother being united in lawful wed- 
lock, both being Irish* Catholics, who were captured by 
the Shawanees in coming here to join the Catholics. The 
god-father was Monsieur John Baptist Garault, keeper of 
the magazines of the King in the abovementioned Fort 
Duquesne ; the god-mother, Mary Joseph Chanier, wife of 
the Sieur Norment, merchant at the Beautiful River, who 
signed conjointly with us as also the father of the infant. 

Mary JosepH CHANIER NoRMENT. 
GaRAUD. JoHN CANDoN. 
Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., Chaplain. 
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Bap. de 

Denise 

Louise 
Angloise 


de Nation. 


, HISTORICAL RESEARCHES, 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le vint huit may esté 
baptisé par nous presté Recolet soussigné Aumonier du 
Roy au fort Duquesne sous le titre de !’Assomption de 
la S* Vierge a la belle Riviere, et cela avec les cere- 
monies ordinaires de la S* Eglise Catholique Denise Louise 
Angloise de nation agé de trois jours, la mére ayant eté 
prise par les sauvages Loups et ensuite donné a M' Dumas 
commendant du fort Duquesne, le parain esté Monsieur 
Joachaim de la Noiie escuyer Sieur de Robusel enseigne 
en pied dans Jes troupes du detachement de la Marine la 
maraine félicite S*® Marie le parain seul a signé avec nous la 


maraine ne le sachant. 
LANOWE. 


fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le trois de Juin est 
decedé dans le fort Duquesne, sous le titre de ’Assomption 
de la S* Vierge a la belle Riviere Jean b. Masion gargon 
habitant dans la paroisse de |’ Assomption, agé de vint trois 
ans ou environ apres avoir receu les S* Sacremens de pen- 
itence, d’Eucaristie et d’extrem onction et son corps a esté 
inhumé par nous pre Recolet soussigné Aumonier du Roy 
au dit fort en foy de quoy nous avons signé. 

fr. Denys Baron, P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le vint Juin est de- 
cedé dans le fort duquesne sous le titre de ’ Assomption de 
la S Vierge a la belle Riviere Alexandre Pagé, de la 
paroisse de Cap Santé: lequel estroit agé de vint deux ans 
ou environs, aprés avoir receu les S Sacremena de peni- 
tence, de viatique et d’extrem onction son corps a esté in- 
humé dans le cimitiére da susdit fort et cela avec les cere- 
monies ordinaires par nous preste Recolet soussigné aumo- 
nier du Roy au dit fort Duquesne, en foy de quoy nous 
avons signé. 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier 





REGISTER OF FORT DUQUESNE. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the twenty-eighth of May, was baptized by us, Recol- 
lect priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at Fort 
Duquesne, under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin at the Beautiful River, and that with the custo- 
mary ceremonies of the Holy Catholic Church, Dénise 
Louisa, of English parentage, aged three days. The 
mother having been taken by the Loup (Mohegan) Indians, 
and afterwards given up to M. Dumas commander of Fort 
Duquesne. Her god-father was Monsieur Joachim de la 
Noue, Esquire, Sieur de Robusel, ensign of foot in the 
troops of the detachment of the marine; the god-mother 
Felicitas St. Mary. The god-father alone signed with us, 
the god-mother not knowing how. La Nove. 

Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the third of June, died in Fort Duquesne, under the 
title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the Beau- 
tiful River, John B. Masion, unmarried, an inhabitant of 


the parish of the Assumption, aged twenty-three years, or 
thereabout, after having received the holy sacraments of 
Penance, the Eucharist, and Extreme Unction. His re- 
mains were interred by us, Recollect priest, the undersigned 
chaplain of the King at the said fort. In testimony where- 
of we have signed : Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the twentieth of June, died in Fort Duquesne under the 
title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the Beau- 
tiful River, Alexander Pagé, of the parish of Cape Santé ; 
who was aged twenty-two years, or thereabout, after having 
received the holy sacraments of Penance, the Viaticum and 
Extreme Unction. His remains were interred in the 
cemetery of the abovementioned fort, and that with the 
customary ceremonies, by us, Recollect priest, the under- 
signed chaplain of the King at the said Fort Duquesne. 
In testimony whereof we have signed : 

Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., Chaplain. 
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HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le vint huit de Juin 
est decedé au fort Duquesne sous le titre de l’Assomption 
de la S* Vierge 4 la belle Riviere Joseph Durocher, 
maitre charpentier pour le Roy en ce poste, natif de la pa- 
roisse de la Magdeleine en Canada lequel estroit agé de vint 
six ans Ou environs apres avoir regeu les sacremens de peni- 
tence, de viatique et d’extrem onction son corps a esté in- 
humé dans le Cimitiere du mesme fort et cela avec les cere- 
monies ordinaires par nous pte Recolet soussigné aumonier 
du Roy au dit Fort Duquesne en foy de quoy nous avons 
signé, 
fr. Denys Baron P. R. 

Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le neuf Julliet a esté 
baptisé par nous preste Kecolet sous signé aumonier du Roy 
au fort Duquesne sous le titre de |’Assomption de la S* 
Vierge a la belle Riviere et cela avec les ceremonies de la 
S* Eglise Catholique Marie Louise agée de six semaines 
ou environ fille de Patrice flarcey et de francoise Langford 
prise par les sauvagés Chaougnon ses pére et mére en legit- 
ime mariage contracté en pelsavenie en présence d’un preste 
Catholique, les dits pére et mére estant irlandois de nation 
et Catholique de Religion le parain a esté Louis De Quin- 
dre escuyer sieur d’ouville la maraine felicite S' Marie qui 
ont signé avec nous. 

LOUIS DE QUINDRE DOUVILLE. 

FELICITE JOSEPH STE. MARIE. 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le neuf d’aout a 
esté baptisée par nous pre Recolet sous signé aumonier du 
Roy au fort Duquesne sous le titre de |’Assomption de la 
S* Vierge a la belle Riviere et cela avec les ceremonies 
ordinaires Marie Louisse née du mesme jour fille de Joseph 
. Ste Marie et de Louisse piedalu ses pére et mére en legitime 
mariage, le parain a esté le sieur frangois forgue chirurgien 
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In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the twenty-eighth of June, died at Fort Duquesne, 
under the title of the Assumptior. of the Blessed Virgin at 
the Beautiful River, Joseph Durocher, master carpenter of 
the King at this post, a native of the parish of the Magde- 
lene in Canada, who was aged twenty-six years, or there- 
about, after having received the sacramentg of Penance, the 
Viaticum and Extreme Unction.. His remains were in- 
terred in the cemetery of the same fort, and that with the 
customary ceremonies by. us, Recollect priest, the under- 
signed chaplain of the King at the said Fort Duquesne. 
In testimony whereof we have signed : 

Fr. Denys Baroy, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the ninth of July, was baptized by us, Recollect priest, 
the undersigned chaplain of the King at Fort Duquesne, 
under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at 
the Beautiful River, and that with the ceremonies of the 
Holy Catholic Church, Mary Louisa, aged six weeks, or 
thereabout, the daughter of Patrick Flarey and Frances 
Langford, taken by the Shawanees Indians, her father and 
mother being united in lawful wedlock, contracted in 
Pennsylvania® in presence of a Catholic priest, the said 
father and mother being Irish Catholics. The god-father 
was Louis de Quindre, Esquire, Sieur D’Ouville,® the 
god-mother Felicitas St. Mary, who signed with us. 

Louis DE QuINDRE D’ OvVILLE. 
Fe.icitas JosepH St. Mary. 
Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 

° Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the! ninth of August, was baptized by us, Recollect 
priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at Fort Du- 
quesne, under the title of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin at the Beautiful River, and that with the custom- 
ary ceremonies, Mary Louisa, born the same day, the 
daughter of Joseph St. Mary and of Louisa Piedalu, her 


6 
Baptism of 
Mary 
Flarcy 
of Irish 


parentage. 
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en ce poste La maraine felicité Ste. Marie lesquels ont 
signé avec nous les mesmes jour et an que dessus en foy de 
quoy avons signé. 


F. FORGUE. 

FELLICITE Ste. MARIE. 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le dix daout je 
Bapt.de preste Recolet aumonier du Roy au fort Duquesne et 
Catherine sous le titre de |’Assomption de la Ste. Vierge a la 
Smith i? ‘ ° ; 
Angloise de belle Riviere certifie avoir suppléer le mesme jour que 
ation, dessus les ceremonies du baptesme a Catherine Laquel j’ay 
baptisée estant dangereusement malade fille de Guiaulme 
Smith et de Cecile Bangarnoz ses pere et mere, le parain a 
esté Jean hainguain irlandois de nation ét catholique de 
Religion, La maraine Barbe Conorade allemande de nation 
et Catholique de Religion: lesquels ont déclaré ne scavoir 
signé en foy de quoy j’ai signé 
fr. Denys Baron P. R. 


Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le dix d’Aout a esté 
Bogteme de baptisée par nous pre Recolet sous signé aumonier du Roy 
Smth 24 fort Duquesne sous le titre de |’Assomption de la S* 
Angloise de Vierge barbe agée de deux ans fille d& Guiaulme Smith et 
‘Nation. . : 
de Cecile Bangarnoz ses pére et mére, le paraina esté Jean 
Candon irlandois de nation et Catholique de religion, La 
maraine Barbe Conorade alemande de nation et Catholiq 
de religion le parain seul a signé avec nous. 
“Jan Canpon 
fr. Denys Baron P. R. 


Aumonier. 
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father and mother being united in lawful wedlock. The 
god-father was the Sieur Francis Forgue, the surgeon at 
this post ; the god-mother Felicitas St. Mary, who signed 
with us the same day and year as above. In testimony 


whereof we have signed :7 F. Forave. 


FELIciITas Sr. Mary. 
Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the tenth of August, I, Recollect priest, the chaplain of 
the King at Fort Duquesne, and under the title of the As- 
sumption of the Blessed Virgin at the Beautiful River, 
certify that I supplied, the same day as above, the cere- 
monies of the baptism of Catharine whom I had bap- 
tized during a dangerous sickness, the daughter of William 
Smith and Cecilia Bangarnoz, her fatker and mother. 
The god-father was John Hannigan,® an Irishman and a 
Catholic ; the god-mother Barbara Conrad, a German and 
a Catholic, who declared they could not sign. In testi- 
mony whereof I have signed :° 

Fr. Denys Baron, P. R.., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the tenth of August, was baptized by us, Recollect 
priest, the undersigned chaplain of the King at Fort Du- 
quesne, under the title of the Assumption of. the Blessed 
Virgin, Barbara, aged two years, the daughter of William 
Smith and Cecilia Bangarnoz, her father and mother. . The 
god-father was John Candon, an Irishman anid a Catholic; 
the god-mother Barbara Conrad, a German and a Catholic. 
The god-father alone signed with us. 

JOHN CANDON. 
Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


Baptism of 
Catharine 
Smith, of 

English 
parentage. 


Baptism of 
arbara 
Smith, of 
English !° 
parentage. 
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Sepulture 
aS ae est decedé au fort Duquesne sous le titre de |’ Assomption 


Angloise de 


Smith 


nation. 


Bapt. de 


A 


ean 
Turner 

lois de 
ation. 
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L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le quatorze d’Aout 
pt ce gq q 


de la S* Viergea la belle Riviére Catherine Smith angloise 
de nation agée de dix huit mois ayant esté baptisée le douze 
du présent son corps a esté inhumé dans le cimitiére du 
méme fort par nous pte Recolet soussigné aumonier du 
Roy au dit fort et cela avec ceremonies ordinaires en .foy 
de quoy nous avons signé 
Fr. Denys Baron p. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le dix huit d’Aout a 
esté baptisé avec les ceremonies ordinaires par nous pte 
Recolet sous signé aumonier’ du Roy au fort Duquesne 
sous le titre de |’Assomption de la S* Vierge Jean anglois 
de nation agé de deux ans et demie fils de Jean Turner, 
Anglois de nation et de Marie Neuuton Angloise de nation 


Le pere et mere en legitime mariage, le parain a esté Jean 
harguain irlandois de nation et Catholique de Religion, 
la maraine Sara foisse irlandoise de nation et Catholique 
de Religion lesquels ont déclaré ne savoir signé en foy de 
quoy nous avons signé 


Fr. Denys Dane P. R. 
Aumonier. 


L’an mille sept cent cinquante six le vint d’Aout a esté 
inhumé dans le cimitiare du fort Duquesne sous le titre de 
 Assomption de la Ste Vierge a la Belle Riviére le corps 
d’un Sauvage huron de la mission du detroit et cela avec 
les ceremonies ordinaires lequel huron estoit agé de dix 
huit ans environ en foy de quoy nous avons signé nous 
pte Recollet Aumonier du Roy au fort Duquesne 

fr. Denys Baron P. R. 
Aumonier. 
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In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the fourteenth of August, died at Fort Duquesne, under 
the title of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin at the 
Beautiful River, Catharine Smith, of English parentage, 
aged eighteen months, having been baptized the twelfth of 
the present (month). Her remains were interred in the 
cemetery of the same fort, by us, Recollect priest, the un- 
dersigned chaplain of the King at the said fort, and that 
with the customary ceremonies. In testimony whereof we 
have signed : 

Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the eighteenth of August, was baptized with the cus- 
tomary ceremonies by us, Recollect priest, the undersigned 
chaplain of the King at Fort Duquesne, under the title of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, John,'' of English 
parentage, aged two and a half years, son of John Turner, 
an Englishman, and Mary Neuuton (Newton ?), an Eng- 
lishwoman, the father and mother being united in lawful 
wedlock. The god-father was John Hannigan, an Irish- 
man and a Catholic, the god-mother Sarah Foissy, an Irish- 
woman and a Catholic, who declared they could not sign. 
In testimony whereof we have signed : 

Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
Chaplain. 


In the year one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six, 
on the twenty-eighth of August, was interred in the cem- 
etery of Fort Duquesne, under the title of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin at the Beautiful River, the remains 
of a Huron Indian of the mission of Detroit,'* and that 
with the customary ceremonies; which Huron was aged 
about eighteen years. In testimony whereof we have 
signed, we, Recoilect priest, chaplain of the King at Fort 
Duquesne. 


Fr. Denys Baron, P. R., 
, Chaplain. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 


Baptism of 
John 
Turner, of 
English 
parentage. 
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NOTES. 


1. This is the only place in which the name of this priest appears. See p. 118, 
note 6. 


2. The first white child born on the spot where the city of Pittsburg now 
stands ; but he did not live long to enjoy the honor. 


8. The Huron Indians were expelled by the Iroquois from their homes on the 
northeast of Le*e Huron, about the middle of the seventeenth century, and after 
many vicissitudes part of them settled, in 1671, in Michilimackinac, at the outlet of 
Lake Michigan; but whether on the island in the strait, or on the point of land 
to the north, is disputed. The mission was dedicated to St. Ignatius, the founder of 
ithe Jesuits ; and on the spot repose the ashes of the gentle Father Marquette. — 
Charlevoix’ New France, vol. III. pp. 170, 171; Parkman’s La Salle, pp. 71, 72. 


4. There was at that time, as we learn from the Journal of the Moravian, 
Christian Frederick Post, who was on several occasions employed by the colonial gov- 
ernment to use his influence with the Indians in withdrawing them from their allegi- 
ance to the French, a number of Irish Catholics among the traders and Indians. 
He writes in his Journal, under date of September Ist, 1758, an account of an 
interview he had with the Indians at Logstown, and a speech that he made them 
on the occasion, in which he said: “My brothers, I know you have been wrongly 
pursuaded by many wicked people; for you must know there are a great many 
Papists in the country, in French interest, who appear like gentlemen, and have 
sent many runaway Irish Papist servants among you, who have put bad notions 
into your heads, and strengthened you against your brothers, the English.” To 
this he annexes the memorandum: “There are a great number of Irish traders 
now among the Indians, who have always endeavored to spirit up the Indians 
against the English, which made some that I was acquainted with from their infancy, 
desire the chiefs to inquire of me, for they were certain I would speak the truth.” 
The editor of The Olden Time, (vol. I. p. 116), from which this extract is taken, 
remarks in a marginal note: “The Indian traders used to buy the transported 
Irish and other convicts, as servants, to be employed in carrying up goods among 
the Indians; many of these ran away from their masters and joined the Indians.” 
On the 5th of the same month, in another speech, Mr. Post tells the Indians : 
“Those wicked peopie that set you at variance with the English, by telling you 
many wicked stories, are Papists in French pay ; besides there are many among us 
in the French service, who appear like gentlemen, -and buy Irish Papist servants, 
and promise them great rewards to run away to you and strengthen you against the 
English, by making them appear as black as devils.” —Ibid. p. 120. 


5. This is, doubtless, Pennsylvania. In the MSS. from which the Gazette 
translation was made, it is written “ Pels-avenie,”’ with a note on the difficulties 
against which the transcriber had to contend. By Pennsylvania here is meant only 
that part of our State lying east of the Allegheny mountains; for all west was 
claimed by the French, and also by the Indians, while the southern portion was 
held by Virginia to be included within her charter. At that time there were 
Catholic missions, with a resident pastor generally, at Philadelphia, Lancaster 
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Conewago (now in Adams county), and Goshenhoppen (now in Montgomery county). 
These persons were most probably prisoners taken by the Indians in one of their 
numerous raids on the frontier settlements. Some of the other English and Irish 
Catholics mentioned in the Register were likely of the same class. The reader 
will have learned by this time that faultless orthography is not one of the cardinal 
virtues of the French Register, nor could it be where names were spelled phonetic- 
ally. 

6. This person must not be confounded with M. Douville, mentioned by Mr. 
Parkman, (Montcalm & Wolf, vol. I. pp. 330 and 423,) who was killed by the Eng- 
lish in April, 1756; but whom Washington, in the passage referred to by Mr. 
Parkman (Spark’s Washington’s Writings, vol. If. p. 137,) calls Donville. 


7. This entry is not found in the Gazette translation. 


8. To this name the Gazette translation appends the remark: “ HanGuamn, 
John, no doubt, gave his name to the priest in his best English or French, with a 
considerable smack of the brogue; and Father Denys, no doubt, did his best to 
make it intelligible to his French readers, and thus we get this riddle which each 
reader can answer at his pleasure.” Mr. Shea writes: “Hanguain is evidently 
the transcriber’s error for Haugain, which any Frenchman would read Hogan.” 
It is a matter of conjecture, but I prefer the opinion that the transcriber did 
not make a mistake, and that the name is Hannigan ; and this opinion, I think, is 
supported by the ways in which the word is spelled in the Register, “Hainguain,” 
and “ Hanguain.” 

9. This, like some of the other entries found in the Register, is in language so 
peculiar, as the reader will perceive, as to render translation almost impossible. 
The name given as “ Bangarnoz” is “ Bangarmon” in the Gazette translation. 


10. This, most probably, means no more than a colonist speaking the English 
language. 


11. Inthe Gazette translation the following note is appended to this entry: 
By the way, does not the name of the baptized child, Jean or John Turner, re- 
mind some of our old citizens of a tall, upright, active man named John Turner, 
who used often to be seen walking our streets, and whom, it was always supposed 
by us boys, had once been a prisoner with the French or Indians? Was our John 
Turner the baptized child?” It would be difficult to answer this question. I am 
informed that a person of that name, who was said to be a brother-in-law of the 
notorious Simon Girty, lived for some time, in days long gone, on Squirrel Hill, on 
the east side of the Monongahela, four miles above its junction with the Allegheny. 


12. La Motte Condillac was the founder of Detroit. In the year 1701 he 
planted the military colony, although at an earlier day some efforts had been made 
to secure possession of this important pass.—The Conspiracy of Pontiac, Parkman, 
vol. I., p. 213; Charlevoix’ New France, vol. V. pp. 136, et seg. The foundation of 
the mission, which, like that of Fort Duquesne, was under the title of the Assump- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin, was contemporaneous with that of the military post, 
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DEED OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH PROPERTY AT GREENSBURG, PA. 





[The following document—recorded March 26th, 1789, Deed-book 
D, page 91—is the oldest deed of Catholic Church property in West- 
ern Pennsylvania. When the persons whose names are mentioned in 
it went to the owner of the plot of ground to make the purchase, 
they could raise no more than five shillings among them; and they 
told him frankly that if he did not accept that sum, there could be 
no transaction between them. He accepted it, and this is perhaps the 
reason why he declares that there were other motives besides those of 
a pecuniary character which induced him to part with the property. 
Soon after, the erection of a log church was undertaken ; but carpen- 
ters were scarce, and those to be had were not adepts in their trade. 
But architectural taste had not as yet attained a high degree of devel- 
opment, and people were better content with a poor church without 
debt, than with a stately edifice surmounted by a steeple and a mort- 
gage. The church was built of round logs, but was not finished at 
the time ; and it stood in an unfinished state till about the year 1800, 
when it was resolved to finish it. But the logs were found to be so 
rotted that nothing could be done, and nothing further was done till 
some forty-five years later, when the present building was erected. ] 


Tus InDENTURE, made this tenth day of March, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, by and between Philip Freeman, 
of the town of Greensburg, county of Westmoreland, and Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, of the one part, and John Probs, John Young, Patrick 
Archbald, Simon Rouffher, Christian Rouffner, and George Rouffner, 
all of the county of Westmoreland, and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
of the other part : 


WirnesseTu, that whereas the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by 
their patent dated the tenth day of August, in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-eight, granted unto William Beass a certain 
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tract of land called Beass Burry, recorded at Philadelphia, in Patent 
Book, No. 12, page 338, and the said William Beass, by Indenture duly 
executed, dated the second day of January, in the year 1789, conveyed 
a part thereof to Philip Freeman, and recorded in the office for Record- 
ing of deeds, &c., in and for said county of Westmoreland, in Book D, 
page 61. Reference to the said books respectively being had will more 
fully and at large appear. 


Now tus INDENTURE WITNESSETH, that the said Philip Freeman, 
as well for and in consideration of the laudable inclination which he 
has for encouraging and promoting morality, piety and religion in general 
and more especially in the town of Greensburg, as for the further sum or 
five shillings good and lawful money of Pennsylvania, to him in hand 
paid, the receipt of which five shillings is hereby acknowledged,. have 
granted, bargained and sold and by these presents do grant, bargain 
sell, release and confirm unto the said John Probs, John Young, Patrick 
Archbald, Simon Rouffner, Christ. Rouffner, and George Rouffner 
Trustees of the Roman Catholick Church in the town of Greensburg and 
the vicinity thereof, a certain lot near the town of Greensburg aforesaid, 
Beginning at a post, thence north fifteen degrees west twenty-one perches 
to a post in a road, thence south seventy west eleven perches to a post, 
thence by land of Ludwick Otterman, south thirty-seven twenty-one 
perches to a post, thence north seventy-five perches to the place of be- 
ginning, containing one acre. It being the southeast part of the above 
described lot with its appurtenances unto the said John Probs, John 
Young, Pat. Archbald, Simon Rouffner, Chr. Rouffner and George 
Rouffner, their heirs and successors in trust for the said Roman Catho- 
lick Church or place of public Burying Ground and no other purpose 
whatever. To the only proper use and behoof of the said John Young, 
Patrick Archbald, Simon Rouffner, Chr. Rouffner and George Rouff- 
ner, their heirs and successors forever, and the «aid Philip Freeman for 
himself and his heirs do further covenant and promise that they the 
aforesaid lot or piece of ground with the appurtenances unto the said 
John Probs, John Young, Patrick Archbald, Simon Rouffner, Chr. 
Rouffner, and George Rouffner, in trust as aforesaid, shall and will 
warrant and forever defend as aforesaid. 

In WITNESS WHEREOF the said Philip Freeman hath hereunto set his 
hand and affixed his seal the day and year first above written. 


His 
PHILIP oz FREEMAN, [SEAL]. 


Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of ad 
Wm. Macuee. Jonn Duny. 
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The Early Days of Gatholicity in Pittsburg. 


[conTimuED PRom Pace 80.] 





The cemetery adjoining the church was consecrated, and Confirm- 
ation was administered at the same time. Western Pennsylvania was 
not again favored with the presence of a bishop for nineteen years, 
when Rt. Rev. Francis Patrick Kenrick passed through on his way 
to Philadelphia, after his consecration at Bardstown, Kentucky, June 
6th, 1830. 


About the year 1812 Father O’Brien purchased an organ for 
the church at a cost of $700, which was regarded by some of the 
congregation as an unnecessary extravagance. Many years later it 
was, I have been informed, sold to the German church at Butler, 
but what became of it eventually I have not been able to learn. 


The congregation increased but slowly, owing to the fact that as 
yet there were none of those public works which, unfortunately, have 
greater attraction for some persons than the more healthful and less 
dangerous pursuit of agriculture; but still additions were gradually 
being made to the little flock. But the field of Father O’Brien’s 
labors was very extensive, as will appear from the fact that during 
the greater part of the time he resided in Pittsburg, there were no 
priests in Western Pennsylvania, except Dr. Gallitzin, at Loretto; 
Father Heilbron, at Sportsman’s Hall ; and himself, at Pittsburg, with 
a pastor at Sugar Creek, in Armstrong county, from 1806 to about 1810. 
The number of Catholics in the several scattered missions was indeed 
small, but the labor of visiting and ministering to them was yet very 
considerable, owing to their distance from each other. When a 
priest is liable to be called at any moment to visit a sick person at a 
distance of fifty or seventy-five miles, it does not require a large con- 
gregation to keep him occupied. Very Rev. Felix de Andreis, who 
stopped at Pittsburg from September 19th to October 23d, 1816, 
when on his way to the west, might well write to his superiors at 
Rome, that Father O’Brien had a congregation as large as six dio- 
ceses. In the same letter he states that the Catholic population 
numbered scarcely three hundred, which was, no doubt, composéd in 
part of many who had all but fallen away from the faith, but who 
were reclaimed by the labor and vigilance of resident pastor. 
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Another priest, Rev. Terence McGirr, arrived in the town as 
early at least as the beginning of 1814, for on February 16th of that 
year, he bought a lot of ground from Col. James O'Hara, adjoining 
the church, for $750, on which he built a house.’ In the deed of 
the property he is called “ Rev. Terence McGarr, of Philadelphia.” 
But though he is said to have assisted Father O’Brien, it must have 
been on the country missions, as his name does not appear on the 
baptismal register of St. Patrick’s church, now kept at the Cathedral. 
How long he remained is uncertain. Some will have it that it was 
till the arrival of Rev. C. B. McGuire, others for two years only. 
It has also been stated by some persons that, during his stay, Father 
O’Brien visited his uncle, Rev. Edward Fenwick, then a Dominican 
Father at St. Rose’s monastery, Kentucky, and afterward first bishop 
of Cincinnati, where he is said to have remained two years, This is, 
however, incorrect, as may be learned from: the baptismal register of 
the church, from which his name is not absent for any considerable 
time, much less for two entire years. 

Time wore on in the “Smoky City,” and a German element began 
to infuse itself into the Catholic population. But the labor and ex- 
posure of attending so extensive a mission would, as Bishop Kenrick 
remarked, require the gift of tongues and a constitution of iron; and 
whatever may be said of the former gift, nature will not always sup- 
ply a man with the latter, even in the laudable work of the ministry. 
Father O’Brien is said to have been quite slender when he first 
entered on the mission, but, although he became quite adipose in 
time, his strength did not increase with his weight, and his health 
began to decline. Though not advanced in years he was forced in 
the end to call occasionally on Father Heilbron, of Sportsman’s Hall, 
to assist him, especially in ministering to the Germans ; for it is said 
that that good priest could never learn sufficient English to express 
the simplest ideas in our language. But the latter dying at the end 
of 1816, or the beginning of the following year, the pastor of Pitts- 
burg was not only left alone, but for a time obliged to extend the 
sphere of his missionary labors. Father McGuire, however, soon 
came to fill the vacancy at Sportsman’s Hall, and to relieve Father 
O’Brien by an occasional visit. But exhausted nature at length 
refused to bear the burden, and he was obliged to transfer it to other 
shoulders. For twelve years he had borne the heat and burden of 


~~ SPeed Book, 19, p. 251. 
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the day in cultivating a field now the home of more than 100,000 
Catholics, and in March, 1820, he retired to his native Maryland, 
where he spent some time at Mount St. Mary’s College, but finally 
withdrawing to Annapolis, he closed his laborious career with the 
death of the just, on All-Saints’ Day, November Ist, 1832. His 
last entry in the baptismal register ot Pittsburg, is dated February 
27th, 1820. He was succeeded by Rev. Charles Bonaventure Mc- 
Guire, who is still well remembered by many of the older citizens 
of Pittsburg. His first entry in the church register is dated May 
21st, and it is prefaced with a note stating that he is an Irishman, is 
of the Order of St. Francis of the Strict Observance, and was form- 
erly professor of theology in the college of St. Isidore, at Rome. 


Father McGuire saw clearly that Pittsburg was destined ere long 
to be a place of importance, and although, as yet, he had neither the 
flock to require nor the means to engage in any extensive work for 
the good of religion, he had the mind to form suitable plans, and the 
patience to bide his time for their execution. Of a liberal education 
and vast experience of men and things, acquired in his extensive 
travels, he was eminently fitted for keeping pace with the growth of 
a rising city like Pittsburg. 

About the year 1822 the church became too small for the accom- 
modation of the growing congregation and he was necessitated to 
enlarge it. Prior to the year 1815, Col. James O’Hara had donated 
a second lot of ground adjoining that upon which the church stood. 
The addition to the church eonsisted of a transverse section across 
the end of the existing building, increasing its capacity to more 
than double what it had been before. But means were limited 
and happily simplicity of style was preferred to debt. When 
it became necessary to put pews into the gallery, Mr. O’Brien, 
already mentioned, was employed to do the work, on condition that 
he would be content to take his pay from the rent of the pews as it 
came in, however long this plan might require him to wait. Soon 
after this time work was commenced on the Pennsylvania Canal, and 
with it the Catholic population began to increase rapidly. 

Another work which Father McGuire had very much at heart was 
the establishment of a monastery of the Order of St. Francis, to 
which, as has been said, he belonged. He wished, besides, to found 
a convent of Poor Clares, who are also of the same Order. To this 
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end he bought a farm on the hill to the south of the Monongahela 
river, in St. Clair township, a short distance east of the spot now 
occupied by the Passionist monastery, a place then called “ Sugar-tree 
Hill.” It consisted of one hundred and thirteen acres and eight 
perches, and had been the property of one James S. Craft, to whom 
he paid $1,500. The deed is dated April 10th, 1822.2 Here it 
was that his monastery was to be founded. A two-story log house 
was built in primitive style for the members of the community, of 
whom there were at most about half a dozen, with Anthony Kenny 
as superior in the absence of Father McGuire. The upper floor of 
the building was divided off into cells, while the lower served for 
the other uses of the community. There was also a log chapel 
erected at a short distance. Rev. Patrick Rafferty was for a time a 
member of the Order. Having come to this country and studied for 
a while at Philadelphia, he came to Pittsburg and made his course 
of theology under the pastor of St. Patrick’s, and afterward went 
east to be ordained, most probably in the year 1823. Of Anthony 
Kenny more need be said. He was most probably born in Pitts- 
burg, or a few miles up the Monongahela, where some of his people 
still live, and in time became clerk in the county court. When 
Father McGuire opened his monastery, being of a very religious 
turn of mind, he readily became a member of the community. He 
was very austere, and inflicted the severest mortifications on his feeble 
body, of which many instances are mentioned. Having remained in 
the monastery for some two years he went to St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Baltimore, where he completed his studies, and was ordained October 
6th, 1826. Returning, he assisted the pastor of St. Patrick’s as long 
as his health permitted, which was but a few months, for he died 
the death of the just, February 5th, 1827, at the age of twenty-six 
years. He was the first priest to die in the city of Pittsburg; and 
his name was long held ia special veneration. 

But the time had not yet come for the establishment of a monas- 
tery ; and after having lived through many trials for about two years, 
it was closed to await a more propitious season. 

On the same farm, but at a considerable distance, was another 
house for a convent. A few young ladies of the city entered ; but not 
having a superioress versed in the rules and customs of the Order, the 
undertaking could hardly be expected to meet with success. Among 


*Deed Book 29, p. 307. 
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the inmates was Miss Sarah Redmond, who afterward figured con- 
spicuously in the affair of the Poor Clares, on Nunnery Hill. 


The failure of the monastery project, and the desire of Father 
McGuire to be near the church, induced him to purchase a residence 
in the vicinity of his missionary work. To this end he bought a 
small, two-story house, at the head of Tenth street, April 27th, 1826, 
for $800. The lot upon which it stood was No. 489, of Colonel 
Woods’ plan of the town of Pittsburg.* The little house had pre- 
viously been occupied as a lawyer’s office; but, after several altera- 
tions made by our old friend, Mr. John O’Brien, it became the home 
of the great and good Father McGuire. Could this house but speak 
how many interesting tales could it not tell of religion fifty or sixty 
years ago? How few who pass it now and see at one door a barber’s 
sign, and at the other a wooden Brother Jonathan with his striped coat 
and trowsers, and his satchel with the motto “ Try my cigars,” would 
think that the professor of a Roman college, and the guest of kings, 
had once made this little house his humble home! Yet so it was, 
And perhaps a truly greater or better educated man never trod the 
soil of our city. It is only another evidence that of all the cities of 
world Pittsburg is the slowest to appreciate her great men or make 
her interesting history a matter of study. 





Wuen Bishop Kenrick visited St. Patrick’s church, Sugar Creek, 
Armstrong county, in 1834, in company with Father Francis Mas- 
quelet, the first German priest of Pittsburg, there was not and had 
not for some time been a priest in the place. The bishop and priest 
devoted two or three days to preparing the people for Confirmation, 
especially by instruction and the reception of the sacraments of Pen- 
ance and the Holy Eucharist. The bishop heard confessions on the 
gallery, while the priest heard in the confessional. The former, see- 
ing the people, many of. whom had come from a distance and were 
anxious to get through and get home, crowding up the narrow stairs, 
and peeping over the guard, called out, with perhaps a trifle of im- 
patience, “ You had better all come up at once ;” whereupon, taking 
him at his word, they did so, convincing the good bishop, before he 
could succeed in getting them off the gallery that the figure of speech 
were not to be indulged in with impunity among that primitive people. 


’Deed Book 33, p. 28. 








